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eight to ten feet high. However, before the corpse
is put into it, [189g] and before they arrange the bark,
the Captain makes known the presents that have
been given by the friends. In this Country, as well
as elsewhere, the most agreeable consolations for the
loss of friends are always accompanied by presents,
such as kettles, axes, Beaver robes, and Porcelain
collars. If the deceased was a person of importance
in the Country, not only the friends and neighbors,
but even the Captains of other Villages, will come in
person and bring their presents. Now all the pres-
ents do not follow the dead man into the grave;
sometimes a Porcelain collar is put around his neck,
and near by a comb, a gourd full of oil, and two or
three little loaves of bread; and that is all. A large
share goes to the relatives, to dry their tears; the
other share goes to those who have directed the fu-
neral ceremonies, as a reward for their trouble.
Some robes, also, are frequently laid aside, or some
hatchets, as a gift for the Youth. The Chief puts
into the hand of some one of the latter a stick about
a foot long, offering a prize to the one who will take
it away from him. They throw themselves [190]
upon him in a body, with might and main, and re-
main sometimes a whole hour struggling. This over,
each one returns quietly to his Cabin.

I had forgotten to say that usually, during this
whole ceremony, the mother or the wife will be at
the foot of the grave calling to the deceased with
singing, or more frequently complaining in a lugu-
brious voice.

Now all these ceremonies do not always take
place; as for those killed in war, they inter them,
and the relatives make presents to their patrons, if



